The genus Mallotus Lour. is a large and complex paleotropical genus of about 150 species and are mainly distributed in Asia, Africa and Australasia to Fiji (Webster 1994) . In India it is represented by 17 species, of which Kerala harbours 12 species including two varieties (Balakrishnan & Chakrabarty 2007; Nayar et al. 2006 Gamble (1925) excluded this species from his Flora Presidency of Madras. Our discovery of plants with female flowers and fruits not only represents a rediscovery of this little-known species after a period of 176 years of its first collection, but it also allows us to declare that the species is distinct and worthy of recognition. Pax & K. Hoffm. 1914. ( Fig. 1) . 
Mallotus intercedens

Flowering and Fruiting: February-June
Distribution: Endemic to the southern Western Ghats regions of Kerala and Tamil Nadu at altitudes between 200-450 m. 
Habitat and ecology: In its present locality
